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The state of Washington welcomes your tempo-
rary business. We want toassistyouinmakingthe
business registration process as easy and conve-
nientas possible.

Anyone who engages intemporary business ac-
tivity which has a definite, predetermined opera-
tion no longer than one month or which has a
seasonal operation which lasts no longer than
three months does not need to register as a
permanentbusiness. However, they mustregister
for temporary business status. Each temporary
business registration is valid for one event only.
No more than two events are permitted in each
calendaryear. There is no charge for this tempo-
raryregistration.

Ifyouqualify for temporaryregistration, simply fill
out the form on the back of this brochure. You
may mail orhand deliveryour completedregistra-
tion formto any of the Department of Revenue’s
field offices listed on the back of this brochure. If
you plan to hire employees who will work in
Washington, please be sure to include that infor-
mation on the application. The departments of
Laborand Industries and Employment Security
will contactyou with further instructions.

After yourregistration is processed, you will re-
ceive atemporary registration certificate with re-
porting instructions. Businesses operating in Wash-
ington are responsible for reporting and paying
Washington business taxes. The business and oc-
cupation (B&O)tax is an excise tax based on gross
receipts and is considered an excise tax for oper-
atingabusiness in Washington. Theretail sales tax
is collected from your customers on the cost of
purchases and someservices. Usetaxiscollected
onitems for which retail sales tax was not previ-
ously paid. A more detailed description of these
taxes follows.
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RATE .00471

Y oupay theretailing business and occupation tax
onthe amountyou charge forretail sales of goods.
Also, certain types of services performed on prop-
erty of others and some personal services are
subjecttotheretailingbusiness and occupationtax.
Forinstance, ifyousell fireworks, Christmas trees,
crafts, food at fairs or concessions, repair comput-
ers or paintautomobiles, you are retailing.

Ifyouretail, you must collect the retail sales tax
fromthebuyer ofthe goods or the person forwhom
the laboris performed.

RATE .00484

Wholesaling business and occupation tax applies
to the total amount you charge for goods sold to
persons who willresell them intheregular course
oftheirbusiness. Services performed for others
onproperty whichwill be sold also is subjectto
the wholesaling tax. For instance, income re-
ceived for crafts yousell toaretail store forresale
or subcontracting you perform for a prime con-
tractorare subjecttothe wholesalingtax. NOTE:
Y ou must receive and retain a properly com-
pletedresale certificate from the buyer.

RATE .015

The service and other activities business and
occupation tax is due on the total amount you
charge for providing temporary personal or pro-
fessional services to persons (as opposed to
serviceson goods). Youmay provideserviceas
adoctor, hold casinonights orbingo, collect fees
for public seminars or provideamusementrides.
NOTE: If you provide services on property,
suchas construction, lawn mowing, TV repair,
plumbing orautorepair, youmustuse the retail-
ingorwholesaling classifications.
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RATES VARY FROM .070 TO .093

Y ou must collect the retail sales tax from your
customer on the amount you charge for the goods
they buy from you for their own use and/or for
services performed on customer’s property in
Washington. (See the retailing B&O tax section
forexamples.) The staterateis .065 and isadded
to the local rates, which vary from .005 to .028.
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RATES VARY FROM .070 TO .093

Use tax is due on goods or materials used in
Washington on which you have not paid retail
sales oruse tax elsewhere. Generally, the taxable
amountisthe purchase price. Forexample, ifyou
provide books or pamphlets for no additional
charge ataseminar, and did not pay sales oruse
tax when you bought the books, you would owe
use tax on the amount you paid for the books. The
staterateis.065, while the additional local rates
vary from .005 to .028.

If you have any questions, please contact one
of the offices listed on the back of this bro-
chure. A Department of Revenue representa-
tive will be glad to help you.



